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LETTER 


Relating to the 


OHIO DEFEAT. -- 


8 IR, 


Ohio- defeat but from hearſay reports, 
which, having paſſed through a variety of 
hands before they have reached you, muſt 
be very uncertain, and mixed with a great 
deal that is not true, I have been at the pains, 
for your gratification, to put together, from the 
beſt accounts, the whole of what may be de- 
pended on for fact, in relation to this inte: dſt- 


4 ing affair to all the Britiſh American govern- 


ments: And if I ſhould hereupon add a few 
thoughts, tending to point out to you wherein 


this defeat, however inglorious in itſelf, is yet 


naturally and powerfully adapted to ſerve theſe 
colonies in the end, it may give ſome relief to 
| your 


8 you live at a diſtance from the ſeat of . 
| A news, and may know nothing of the 
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our anxious mind, nd diſpoſe you to wait, 
with a becoming ſubmiſſion, the iſſue of thoſe 
military; operations which are but juſt begun; 
The firſt news of this defeat was brought 
us in a letter from Col. Innes, dated July 1 1th, 
in theſe words, « ] have this moment received 
« the melancholy news of the defeat of our 
* troops, the General killed and numbers of our 
er officers, our whole artillery taken. In ſhort, 
« the account [ have received is fo very bad, 
<« that, as pleaſe God; I intend to make a ſand 
here. Tis highly neceſſary to raiſe the mili- 
« tia every where to defend the frontiers.” It 
at once appeared to every one from the general 
air and ſtrain of this letter, that the aged Co- 
lonel was under the influence of a ſtrong panic 
when he wrote it, for which reaſon we were 
diſpoſed to hope, that matters were not fo bad 
as he had ſuggeſted ; and by after contradictory 
accounts we were encouraged in this hope, till 
the ſecond of this inſtant, when, upon the ar- 
rival of the weſtern poſt, it was put beyond all 
doubt, by a variety of letters, that the Ohio- 
rencounter was, on our fide, every way as diſ- 
advantageous as we were at firſt led to conceive 
it to be. "3 
By comparing the accounts we have hitherto 
received, it appears, that the General pro- 
80 ceeded from the little meadows with dove 
« 1300, men, moſtly Britiſh, beſides the ne- 
4 ceflary artillery, ammunition, and proviſions, 
<4 * the main body of the convoy under 
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haſtening to ſuſtain them; that this ſtruck 
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the care of Col. Dunbar, with orders to join 
him as ſoon as poſſible; that on the gth of 


July the Monongahela was paſſed firſt by 
zoo men, then by 200, then by the Gene- 


ral himſelf, with the column of artillery, 
baggage, .and main body of the army, about 
one o'clock; that immediately upon this a 
quick and heavy fire was heard from the 
front ; that the detachments of the 2 and 


300 men gave way, and fell back in great 


conſternation upon the main body, who were 


the men with ſuch a panic, and brought on 
ſuch confuſion as could not, by any expedi- 
ent be afterwards remedied ; and that in con- 
ſequence of this, notwithſtanding the courage 
and reſolution of the officers, the enemy = 


tained a complete victory, killing and wound- 


ing a great many *, and obliging the reſt to 
quit the ground, leaving behind them the 
artillery, ammunition, proviſions, and whole 


baggage.” x : 
The number of the enemy remains till 


ſomewhat uncertain. One of the officers 
writes © it was impoſſible by the diſpoſition of 


cc 


cc 


cc 


the French and Indians to judge of their 
number.” Another is pretty certain, © that 


they did not exceed above 3 or 400. A 


* Ar the loweſt computation, between 6 and, 700 ſol- 


diers, officers, and private men, were killed, or wounded, 
deſides pioneers, waggoners, ſervants, &c. 
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gentleman from Philadephia of good intelli. 


gence ſays, by the beſt accounts they were 


* about 400 Indians and 80 French.” I am 
inclined to think, they were not much more 
numerous: for if they had, they would pro- 
bably have cut off the whole army, as they 


bad ſo great an advantage againſt them, and 


fired, not in the European way, but by taking 
aim, in which method of firing the Canadians, 
as well as Indians, are very dextrous. 

But whether their number was great or 
ſmall, they made fad havoc-of our men. Per- 
haps, all circumſtances conſidered, hiſtory will 
ſcarce furniſh an inſtance of ſuch a dreadful 


carnage. \ To be ſure the like was never before 


ſeen in North America : Nor could it have hap- 
pened, humanly ſpeaking, without great miſ- 
conduct, either in the officers, or ſoldiers, or 


both. Some are pleaſed to lay the blame on 


the ſoldiers ; ſpeaking of them as cowards, and 


as leaving their officers to fall a ſacrifice to the. 


enemy. Others ſeem to think, the chief com- 
mander was rather principally faulty in not 
uſing due caution, and a prudent forecaſt, to 
guard the men againſt the ſurprize which in- 
volved them in deſtruction. It does not come 
within my preſent deſign to enter upon an ene 

uiry into the blameable ſource of this miſ- 


+ 4 

it 
* FX 
1 

. „ 
* 
AS 


1 

to ſerve the intereſt of even all the Britiſh 
American colomes.. . + 
I readily own, this defeat, in many refpects, 
is a terrible evil. Great diſhonour has been re- 
flected on the Britiſh, arms ;——the Indians 

will be more ſtrongly attached to the French 
| than ever; — the . rench are inſpired with 
greater courage and refolution, while, at the 
ſame time, their ſtrength is very much increaſ- 
ed by the artillery, ammunition, and ſtores, 
brought by us within ſeven miles of their fort, 
at an immenſe expence of labour and money : 
> Beſides all which, our ſouthern colonies are 
throw into B and confuſion, and lie 
©: doubly expoſed to the depredations of the ſa- 
vages of the wilderneſs.——But theſe things 
notwithſtanding, it may be beſt, in the end, 
we have met with this loſs. Shameful and miſ- 
chievous as it is, it may be one of the grand 
links in that chain of cauſes by which heaven 
may intend ta chaſtiſe the French, curb. their 
inſolence, drive them out of the encroachments 
they have made on us, and reduce them to a 
neceſſity of keeping within their own bounda- 
ries, without diſturbing us in the poſſeſſion of 
ours. Theſe, I would hope, are the benefi- 
cial conſequences aimed at by providence : Nor, 
as I imagine, could any thing have happened 
more naturally and ſtrongly adapted to bring 
into effect ſuch happy events. 

It 1s too evident to be diſputed, that the 
ſouthern colonies needed ſomething EXTRA- 
| | ORDINARY 


6p TC 
SRDINAY to roſe them out of that deep ſecu- 
rity * they were unhappily ſunk into. Had 
they had a juſt ſenſe of their danger from the 
French, 2 were ſettling and fortifying on 
their back-lands; had they in time wiſely con- 
certed, and vigorouſly executed, meaſures for 
driving them off, they might eaſily have done 
it, and at a comparatiyely ſmall expence. It 
was unaccountable inattention to their own 
fafety that brought them into thoſe circum- 
ſtances, which gave riſe to the embarkation of 
troops from home, and a greater national 
charge following thereupon than Has ever been 
expended upon the northern colonies, from their 
firſt ſettlement to this day. And the deſtruc- 
tion of theſe troops, in ſo ſtriking a way, ac- 
companied with ſueh loſs and diſappointment, 
is eminently fitted to alarm their fears, awaken 
in them a ſenſe of danger, and conſtrain them 
to ſpeed and vigour, in proſecuting methods, 
both for guarding themſelves, and annoying 
the French. And ſhould it operate to the pro- 
duction of theſe good effects, as it naturally 

* 1 Ay ſuſty ſpeak of them as in deep ſecurity; for 
though it was the greateſt part of a year from the time of 
Col. Waſhington's defeat to the arrival of General Brad- 
dock in Virginia, yet they had not raiſed ſo many as 
1000 men to join the troops from England; which we, in 
theſe parts, can attribute to nothing; bur their being, to an 
high degree, careleſs and ſecure : - Eſpecially when we con- 
ſider, that this is not one fifth part of the men that have 
been raiſed in the Maſſachuſetts-Province only, in a much 
leis time, though they were not under the like neceſſity. 
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tends: to do, the damage in the end, would be 
more than counterballanced. For there are more 
than forty Engliſhmen in the ſouthern ſettle- 
ments to one Frenchman ; and where the diſ- 
proportion is ſo great, they muſt be capable, 
under a common bleſſing, of putting it out of 
the power of the French to do them any har m, 
* unleſs they are madly reſolved to continue 
careleſs and inactive; which can't well be ſup- 
pooſed after the late occurrence, ſo powerfully 
ſuited to excite in them a becoming concern 
for the ſecurity of their liberties and proper- 
ties +. e 8 

x 1 Our 


V Penlylvania only contains more inhabitants than the 
Province of the Maſſachuſetts. And it would be ſtrange, 
if that province, with Maryland, Virginia, and the two 
Carolinas, were not vaſtly more than a match for the com- 
paratively few French, who are ſuch bad neighbours to 
them. Had we in New-England, no ſettlements and for- 
treſſes behind ſuperior to thoſe on the back of them, we 
ſhould eſteem ourſelves quite ſafe, not thinking we had any 
- = thing to fear from the French, though we had no aſſiſtance 
from Great-Britain. | Es | 
H One would have thought it could not be ſuppoſed, 
but that the ſouthern colonies, by what has happened 
among them, ſhould have been excit:d to an immediate 
= care for their own ſafety ; but we hear to our very g eat 
= ſurpriſe, that Maryland and Virginia have done nothing as 
XZ yet; that Philadelphia is in a wrangle about the method of 
= ſupplying money; and that New-York have revoked their 
vote to raiſe 400 men, though they had forwarded this vote 
= to the Maſlachuſetts-government: Upon which I would on- | 
>: ly ay, they are in more profound ſleep than I imagined ; 6 
but 1 doubt not, they will be thorougly rouſed, when they 
nd, 
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Our fourthern brethren, it muſt be acknow- | 


I 


| Teged, have not been uſed to military expedi- 
tions. The fooner therefore they are put up- 
on them the better. For their being uſed to 
0 them will, I believe, be found the oNLY ST a- 
if 'BLE FOUNDAT1ON upon which, under the _ 
li ſſtmiles of heaven, and the well conducted aflil- 7 
| tance of Gyeat-Britain, they may expect to hold 
4 - their poſſeſſiens without moleſtation from thjge 
French. And providence may be opening the 
way for TuS STABLE FOUNDATION by the 
preſent evit event, the rather adapted to this 
purpoſe, becauſe ſo extraordinary in its circum- ® 
Kances. The ſteps by which it leads hereto | * 


are eaſily diſcernable, though they may be 


5 by means of this diſaſter, be more liable than 
they ever were before to the incurſions of the 
natives, ſet on and ſtrengthened by the peri- 

dious French; this will put them under, what 

I ray call, an happy neceſſity of raiſing con- 

Uderable numbers. of men to protect their fron- 

tiers, aud ſcour the woods; this will inure 

their men to hardſhips, and inſenſibly teach 


them the art of war, as it ought to be carried 
on in a,wildetneſs-land : and, in conſequence of 
find, that the people in their out-ſettlements are killed, or # 
captivated, or obliged to retire into the heart of their coun- 
tt for fafety, as will ſoon be the caſe, | and the ſooner for 
their preſent careleſsneſs, and to their far greater coſt. 
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theſe things, they will ſoon have within them- 
ſelves a power ſufficient for their own defence, 
and capable of being employed offenſively too, 
as there may be occaſion. 

This is the way in which the northern 
colonies. have had numbers of men, from 
generation to generation, trained up for war, 
and inſpired with martial courage, diſpoſing 
them, with all readineſs, to go forth againſt 
the enemy, whether French, or Indian, or 
both, as they have been called thereto. And 
were the Watherd colonies, in the ſame way, 
formed for military exploits, it would be an 
eaſy thing, with comparatively little help from 
home, ' wiſely conducted, to drive the French, 
not only out of their encroachments, but out 
of theſe parts of the earth. And perhaps this 
may be the view of providence ; ; and the Ohio 
defeat may be one of the grand ſteps leading to 
"We by alarming the Engliſh colonies, , the ſouth- 
ern ones in particular, and putting them upon 
the acquirement and exerciſe of martial {kill 
and valor, even from neceſſity. 

This defeat has an obvious tendency alſo to 
anſwer another very good purpoſe, it may be, 
the moſt important of any in order to ſucceſs 
in our attempts againſt the French; and this is 
the effecting an alteration in ſome material ar- 
ticles, as they reſpect the military power that 
may be employed to this end. 

It bas been thought neceſſary, that the chief 
command ſhould be lodged in a Britiſh officer 
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dock been thus reſtrained, tis morally certain, 
k n enen ons ere 
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he would not have been ſo Hambfplly ſurpriſed 
and beat. It does Bot appear that he wanted 

ood advice; and Time are of opthion, that if 

e had hearkned to it, not holding thoſe in 
too great conternpt, Who, the, ilfe rio to him in 
regular military 1kill, were yet better acquainted 
with” the methods proper to be uſed with ſuch 
an enemy as he Had to engage with, he might 
have been alive at this day, and ih circumſtan- 
ces to have forced Du Queſne | out of the hands 


of the F rench. © 


The American ptopincial troops, the New- 
Ingland ones in pätticular, who have expoſed 
themſelves to hardſhips and hazards for their 
king od Coun and by their bravery done 
engt ſervice for berg, era Have, Been top 
much neglected, I mean in thofe appointments 
which are the proper reward of military merit. 
The regiments upon the eſtabliſſiment ordered 
to be raiſed this year, in theſe colonies, were 
ſo ſupplied with ritih officers, that room was 
Jeft tor only here and there, one of an Ameri- 
can deſcent; and perhaps room would not have 
been left even for theſe few, had it not been a 
neceſſary expedient in order to the filling up of 
the regiments. Nor is this the firſt time, that 
as brave men as any in the world have been 
treated with like neglect. Tis well-known, 
New-England gave peace to Europe, not ma- 
ny years ago, by the valour of their men in 
reducing Cape-Breton; and yet, theſe very men 
were ſtrangely overlooked in the appointment 
| 2 "a 
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1 
of. officers for. the two. >. regiments: that were 
| raiſed, even from among themſelves, for the ſe- 

curing that important acquiſition ; that is to. ſay, 

| New-England men did all the ſervict; both in 
taking and kee Ing this ſtrong fortreſs, and one 
and another from Great-Britaio. were put into 
moſt of the poſts of honour.and profit, to the 
excluſion of thoſe who had merited them, . and 


were, without any reflection, as well capable 3 


of filling them. A- different conduct ſeems: ne- 
ceſſary, if any thing is ever intended to be done 
to good, purpoſe againſt the French, in theſe 
Parts of the, cot And the hate horrid ſlaugh- 
ter of Britiſh officers, as welbas private ſoldiers, 
may have a tendency -to;bring:n: about. It is 
certainly adapted to ſuch a, — For it is 
now made manifeſt, and in a] ¼ . Hat cannat 


fail, ove, would think, of:convincing even: all | 


England, that neither Britiſh officers, nor pri- 
vate ſoldiers, without American aſſiſtance, can 
be depended on for ſucceſs againſt American 


: enemies. 1141 x} 21001 ok 1 18 247 


Had general DreddockbarnbpdfellioBrehch 
regulars only, he would probably have met 
with little interruption. in his prngreis; but, as 
he had to do with the Canadians and Indians, 
who fought in a way he vras an entire ſtranger 
to, he ſoon fell a preyn into theirꝭ hands: nor 
would numbers have ſerved him; they would 
only have given occaſion for à more horrible 
lau ghter of men. The plain. truth is, regular 


| troops, in | this wilderneſs-country, are b Juil the 


ö ſame 


C45) 


ſame that irregular-ones. would ber in Flanders. 


American irregulars would eaſily be confound- 


ed by regular troops in the open fields of Eu- 
rope; and regular troops would be as eaſily re- 


1 duced to the like confuſion by Altierican irre- 


gulars in the woods here. 
I would not be underflvad to mean, by 3 | 

I here ſay, as tho we did not need regular 
troops, or could not make uſe of them to good 
urpoſe. For, as France has ſent over a con- 
Fderable number of their regulars, it is highly 
proper there ſhould be regulars to oppoſe them ; 


and, in laying ſiege to their fortifications, regu- 


lars are the fitteſt to be employed: but, as there 


is no way of marching:toithe French fortreſſes, 


or to their regulars, either in, or out of them, 
but thro' the American Woods und thickets, 
the beſt regular troops that could be ſent us 
would, without all doubt, he attacked in their 
march; and, fhould this be che caſe, they 
would probably be ſoon deſtroyed, ot obliged 
to retreat with loſs, not being ſkilled in the 
only method of fighting that would be of any 
real ſervice to them. General Braddock's de- 
feat is a practical inſtance that muſt for ever 
ſilence all diſpute upon this head. 

And what is more naturally and obviou 
deducible herefrom than this, that American 
irregulars, in an American War, are full as ne- 
ceſſary as Britiſn regulars? And if American 
irregulars are thus neceſſary, it muſt be evi- 
dent, at firſt light, that it will * the want 
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of policy, 
tendency 
ſpirits; and this moſt ceftainly will be done, if 


( 44 7 
if that i is done which has a direct 
to cool their Zeal, and damp their 


they are obliged to fee” regiments raiſed upon 
the Britiſh' eſtabliſhment, even among them- 
ſelves, with ſo many ötficers appointed from 
home, as; almoſt wholly to exclude them from 
being ers in any thing that is Either ho- 
nourable or profitable. If one of the good ef- 
fects following upon” the Ohio defeat, fo in- 
glorious to the Britiſh arms, as well as hurtful 
to their intereſt, is not à greater care to diſtin- 
guiſh American merit, i will not be becauſe 
it 1s not, 1 in all reſpects, fitted to poirtt out the 


political wiſdom of ſuch a conduct: : nor, un- 
leſs ſuch a conduct ſhould be Eonſequerit there 


upon, can it reaſonably be expected, that a any 
military attempts will be carried on here with 
that reſolution, vigour, and ſpirit, which are 
neceſlary, ' = 

I may y pertinently add to what has been hi- 
therto fad, it is pofſible ſome of the rules 
and ar ticles for the further 23 5 His ma- 
jeſty's forces, given out the laſt 5 3 extending 
to America, and the troops ſerving here by 


commiſſion only from the governors of the ſe- 


veral provinces, would not have run exactly in 
their preſent form, if the importatice of theſe 
troops in an American war had been ſo tho- 
roughly conſidered then, as it probably will be 
now. Perhaps, upon this ſuppoſition, it would 


ö * ſo 


not have been thought — neceſſary to be 
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ſo explicit in ſaying, * that the general or field- 
officers of the provincial troops ſhall have no 


X . the ſecurity of their liberties and eſtates ; and 
* theſe are the men that would be moſt ſtartled 
at the thought of being ſubjected to martial- 

law, as practiſed at home; nor would they 
"TR "ey 0 


Fe 


0 Las 7 
eaſily be perſuaded to come under ſuch ſub- 
VV iGo... Me 
The unhappy event that has lately taken 
place in America is well fitted to Gnvey to the 
'mother-country juſt ideas of what is proper to 
be done here; and it will, accordingly, as we 
may reaſonably truſt, be produire of thoſe 
determinations, which ſhall, in the beſt man. 
ner, tend to ſupport the honour of the provin- 
cial, as well as Britiſh troops, and give them 
1 the Web and cnc n eb e is be 
fene 
Von ang fache, 1 bieve! by its time, i 
that the Ohio-defeat is naturally adapted to 
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ſerve the American Engliſn colonies in the end, 
however grievous it may be for the preſen: 
though I ſhould not do juſtice to New-Eng- 
land in general, and the Mafſachuſetts-province 
in particular, if I did not ſuggeſt my fears, 
leſt, by means of this diſappointmene, they 
would be ſubjected to one very gteat hardſhip, 14 
unleſs, his majeſty, in his paternal wiſdom ang 


goodneſs, ſhould do that which will, in a good 
meaſure, prevent its being ſo. To explain my 
ſelf here. „„ . | 2 


well qualified; or ſpirited as theſe, to engage 
1. | in 


N — . 
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jn warlike enterprizes: and this is ſo well 
3 18258 that the other colonies, as well as 
' Crest. Britain, have their expectations mainly 
from us. The dan nger. therefore is, leſt our 
men Fould G *alled into military ſeryice be- 
Pee ablli: 55 As well as toportion. This 
indeed is the caſe At preſent. The Maſſachu- 
| pops only has more men employed 
in the ſeveral expeditions now on foot, than all 
the other colonies put together. One fall eighth 
Yeo of our. people {the flower, of them too) are 
in active ſervice at this day, and a greater num- 
ber of them in our own pay than when we un- 
Laer the reduction of Louiſbourg. Such, 
in truth, is the ſpirit reigning in the province, 
that every third: man, T' believe, would be in 
7 1'v 1 5 ' ſhort warning, to engage 


ST: ge Sie the effect Akereof will 
9 * e riſe of all the neceffaries of life; an 
T incapatity to pay thoſe taxes, which are al- 
4 3 Y ready. tripled upon us; and, what is ſtill worſe, 
4 the ſto BT out growth | for twenty or thirty 
ears, Bs he's our young men, either by 
Hows vr their going where they will be ex- 
Jes to fewer al ups, and leſs charge. 
It is in the power of bis Majeſty to prevent, 
in a great meaſure, theſe 1 inconveniencies. Idon't 
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mean by not calling upon us for our men; (chi, 
conſidering the preſent temper and character of F 

the fouthern colonies, may be e neceſſary) but by 
employing them at the charge of the crown; 


at the ſame time, making us the ſpecial object 


of his paternal regards, in proportion to our 
eater zeal and activity in the defence of our 


overeign's rights againſt the F rench enerench- 'M 


ments. 


It does not ſeem equitable, that this province, 


becauſe more loyal and active than the other 

ovinces, ſhould be drained of its men, and 
burdened with a weight of charge beyond what 
we are able to bear. We may, I think, rea- 
ſonably expect all proper care will be taken to 


guard againſt this: nor otherwiſe will it be long 
in our power to be of any ſervice, either to his 
© age Bog the other colonies under his domi- 

e ſhall ſink under the burden that is 


nion. 
laid upon us, and unavoidably fall into ruin. 


I cannot help obſerving here, though this 
province has been the grand barrier to all the 


American colonies for more than an hundred 
years, and has, in that time, expended immenſe 


ſums of money, in the wars it has carried on 


with the French, and Indians, for the common 


good, as well as its own; yet it has never re- 
Teived the leaſt help, in reſpect either of men, 


or money, from any of the ſouthern govern- 
ments: nor has the mother-country, i in all that 


time, made them a donation of ſo much as one 


thouſand — ſo. far as I remember, to aſſiſt 
ö them 
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Britiſh colonies. 


reduction of the French forts * at Nova-Sco- 


ry ” 


XZ them: in their own proper defence: which we 
take the more hardly, as we have been publick- 


ly told, that no leſs: a ſum than ten thouſand 
pounds ſterl. was given the laſt year to Virginia, 


(and without their aſking for it) to encourage 
them in their attempts 1 the French at 
Ohio; while yet, this is th. 
been oalled to any difficulty of this ſort, or put 
to any charge worth mentioning. Were we, 
in this province, to meet with proportionable 
> encouragement from home, we ſhould not 
think much of any thing we might be called 


> firſt time they have 


to for the common benefit of the American 


I believe, Sir, you think it high time I ſhould 


come to ;a cloſe of this letter; but I muſt beg 
your patience, though I may already have treſ- 
7 paſſed upon it, while I mention to you what 


our New-England forces have done this ſummer 


for the ſervice of his majeſty, and turning the 


ſcale in fayour of the Engliſh, notwithſtanding 


our loſs at Ohio. 


Let me then congratulate you upon the 
tia. 


* One of theſe forts was much. ſtronger in its make than 
Du Queſne, and defended with more and heavier cannon ; 
and our troops, while bombarding it, and at work in pre- 
paring: to cannonade it, were attacked, from the woods, by 
perhaps as great a number of Indians 3 ſurprized and de- 
feated our army at the ſouthward; And what was the effect? 
Our New-England men, inſtead of being affrighten'd by 
the Indian's yelling, and ſtanding as marks to be ſhot at, 

1 | D 2 | while 
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tia, DO ſome complimental addreſſes to the | L 
governor of Hallifax, New-England was: = | ; 
4 4 intirely out of view, that a ſtranger would 
have gueſſed, that Britiſh troops only bad 
merited the honour of this exploit: whereas * * 
the plain truth is, it was done by two. regi- 
7 ments (of a thouſand each) ſent from New- : 
England, with the aſſiſtance of only two or three 
hundred of. his Majeſty's regular troops. This 
could not well have been diſguiſed, even in a 
compliment, if a New-England officer had had 
the chief command, as we were univerſally led 
to expect. How the matter came to be other- 
wiſe ordered, 1 preſume not to ſay: but, thus 
much is certain, the honour. of New-England 
was not thereby advanced, nor the moſt likelß 
ſtep taken to promote his Majeſty's ſervice in fu- 
ture erfliſtments. I have no view in what I Ho 
ſay to ſuggeſt the leaſt reflection on Col. Monck- 
ton; for, by all accounts, he is every way equal! 
20 the place he holds, and hasibehaved/excel- 
lently well in it: but it muſt be thought rea- 
ſonable, that New-England ſhould have had the © 
honour of-a chief commander from among her 
* own ſons; eſpecially as it is known wok that 
they enliſted upon this ſuppoſition, an would 1 
have been perſuaded upon no other. 
| 1 need not obſerve to you-the importance of 
. _ acquilitions, in Nove-Scotis. They, are 
while they could is * 0 or no burt, took "hor in 8 


i 3 their own way, bravely followed them into the woods, and 1 
Fi ſoon obliged them to retreat, without ever attempting again 3 
if © ive them the leaſt WN 

2 
| 

3 
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alone a full een to our loſs at the 
X ſouthward; and you will eaſily be diipoſed to 
think ſo, when 1 have told you, that the Neu- 
tral-French, as they are called, are, by this 
means, intirely ſubjected to our — And 
accordingly tranſport- veſſels, (they having re- 
fuſed to ſwear allegiance to his Majeſty George 
cour gracious Sovereign) have been taken up, and 
ſailed from hence, to catry them out of that 
part of America, and to place them in others 
2 where they may be leſs dan gerous and trouble - 
ſome. I ſuppoſe, by this time, Nova- Scotia is 
emptied of its French inhabitants, and thereby 
ſecured to the Britiſh crown more effectually 
than ever. How galling muſt this be to France! 
What avaſt diſappointment! when ſhe doubt- 
leſs expected the reverſe of all this, as ſhe had 
ſent over ſo great a number of troops, and with 
- = adeſign to accompliſh OE on 12 ſide, which 
| we have done on our's. 
- We thankfully aide it, ander che ſiniles of 
- = providence, to the ſeaſonable arrival of Admiral 
© Hoſcawen, with ſo powerful a naval force, that 
r => the Gallic ſcheme; ſo fat as it related to Nova- 
Scotia, has been intirely defeated. And ſuch 
has been the vigilant and prudent conduct of 
this brave commander, and ſuch the diſtreſſes 
ariſing here from to a certain place, that it might, 
perhaps, ſhould permiſſion be granted, be ſoon 


ut into Eng/;/þ hands, to the intire ruin of the 
rench intereſt 1 in America. 
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Low” t think I ſhall be too haſty, if Icongta- 1 
4ulate you alſo on the virtual or conſtructive © 


conqueſt even of Du Queſne itſelf on the Ohio, 
in what Major-General Shirley, our governor, 


has already done to cut off the communication 
between Canada and that fort. IJ own, I was 


not without pain, when I knew his/excellency 
was going in perſon upon the Niagara expedi- 


tion, and with no more than about 2 500 men, 


as it might reaſonably be expected che F rench 


— be alarmed at an attempt; to take from 
them the grand key to all the lakes, and. whole 
country extending to the Miſſiſippi; and my 
fears were heightened upon the advantage Ge- 


lich Oſwego · fort, upon the margin of: — at 
ceaſt part of lake Ontario, was ſo enlarged and 


ſtren Rrengtena as to diſcourage a thouſand French 


ndians from making an attack upon it, 
—— they were collected together, near the 
fort, for this purpoſe ;— beſides which, he has 
for ſome time had, through the laborious dili- 
gence df a number of New: England carpenters, 
well guarded and defended while at their work, 


three well arm'd veſſels cruizing in the lake; 


and- by this time two more are built, and join'd 


with them; which make a very. formidable "= 


. eral Braddock's defeat would give them, the 
more powerfully to oppoſe him. But, by the 
wiſe and timely: care of his excellency, the Eng- 


ſquadron . a ſmall ſea, as Ontario may be A 


called, though detached . from the ocean be- 


tween 2 and 300 miles at the neareſt diſtance. 
: And, 
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And, by means of this ſquadron, he has it in 
his power to prevent an attempt againſt Oſwego 
2 by canonading or bombarding, without which 
> jt will be an eaſy thing to hold it againſt any 
number of French and Indians that can be 
*# brought to take it. And by this ſquadron alſo 
he has rendered it impracticable (as may be 
4 ſeen by only looking on a map of this part of 
America) for the Canadians to convey artillery, 
Z ammunition, or any other ſtores, for the de- 
'Z fence of their encroachments on the back of our 
ſouthern colonies. Fort Du Quefne muſt, for 
this reaſon, ſoon fall into our hands, and with- 
out much trouble, beſides what may be called 


as 


for in watching the lake. 
Had General Braddock made it his firſt bufi- 
gneſs to ſecure the command of lake Ontario, 
Which he might eaſily have done ſoon enough 
to have ſtopt the force that was ſent from Ca- 
nada to Du Queſne, that fort muſt have been 
XZ furrendered to him upon demand; and had he 
gone this way to it, greater part of that vaſt ſum 
might have been faved to the nation, which 
= was expended in making a waggon road, thro 
the woods and mountains, the way he went. 
Why he went this wav I preſume not to en- 
= much leſs would I ſay, that he was above 
thinking, any plan of operation could be better 
than his own. | 
It is impoſſible to determine at this diſtance, 
whether his excellency General Shirley will di- 
| rectly eudeavour the reduction of Niagara- fort. 
1 | | He 
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He is wile and cautious; and will, I believe, 
do nothing upon this. head, under preſent cir= 
cumſtances, unleſs there is the utmoſt probabi- 
lity of ſucceſs. Tt would not give me any con- 
cern, | if he ſhould make no immediate attempt 


upon this fort. For as he has now got the 


command of lake Ontario, the grand point 18 
gained. The key of communication is in Eng- 
liſh hands; and if a good uſe is made of it, the 


conſequence muſt be the intire deſtruction of 2 


the French intereſt on the back-parts of our 
ſouthern colonies, in a little time, and with 
little pains. 

As to our r expedition, its effect 
is ſtill altogether in the womb of providence ; 

45 it might have been determined long 
ago, and in our favour, humanly ſpeaking, had 
— a delay been rendered unavoidable, by the 
obligation which was laid upon governor Shir- 
ley to go to Maryland (a curious ſpecimen, 
among other things we have ſeen, of the ſignal 
advantage of the lately propoſed union of the 
provinces) to ſettle with General Braddock the 
plan of action for the ſummer. This affair has 
now been fo long in hand, and ſo much appor- 
tunity hereby given the Canadians to employ 
even Ihe whole power to oppoſe us, that I am 
not, I freely own, without fear what may be 
the conſequence. The troops from France, not 
intercepted by Admiral Boſcawen, may, before 
this time, be poſted in the moſt advantageous 
ficuation for the defence of that place: and 
FS ſhould 
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mould this be the caſe, our New-England men 
- = may be called to difficult ſervice. If they don't 
ſucceed, it will not be for want of courage and 
reſolution. Superior force may poflibly oblige 
*them to return without accompliſhing what 
2 hey went for ; but I rather hope ſoon to hear, 
that they are in poſſeſſion of Fort-Frederick. 
Is have nothing further to add at preſent, but 
that I am, without a compliment, 


cad wa 


2 


= Your very good friend 
Boſton, Aug; and humble ſervant, 


T. W. 


P. S. You will probably gratify ſome private 
friends, by giving them the opportunity of 
peruſing this letter. You may act your plea- 
ſure upon the matter : nay, I object not a- 
gainſt your making the letter public, if you 
ſhould think it fitted to promote the public 


ſervice, 
T. W. 
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"Relating to the Defeat of the French and 
4. Indians at Lake-George. 
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IN my letter to you, relating to the Ohio de- 


5 


I Qfeat, I took a brief notice of our Crown- 


point expedition; diſcovering ſome uneaſineſs 


at its having been ſo long delayed. Iam now 
well pleaſed with that delay; as it has given 
occaſion to the greateſt action, in its kind, that 

ever happened in North-America. Never was 

ſuch a battle fought here before Never 
had we opportunity before of gaining fo glori- 
ous a conqueſt over ſo great an army !--- I gave 
it alſo as my opinion, © That the New-England 

troops, by reaſon of this delay, would have 
2< the whole power of Canada to contend with;” 

in which I happened to make a right judgment. 
For, the day you publiſhed my letter, an ex- 
pPreſs arrived from general Johnſon, adviſing, 

2 r 2 


(28) 


That the ſpies he had ſent out were returned, 
"0 and brought him intelligence, that all . 3 


2 8 — — 


2 


— 


** da was in motion, the roads filled with 3 
% waggons, tranſporting all manner of ſtores 
. to Crown-point, and numbers of men con- 
e tinvally going there to reinforce Fort-Frede- 
* rick:” Upon which the general went on to 
tay, © That a large reinforcement was, in this 
1 fityation of affairs, abſolutely neceflary on 
* our! fide;” recommending it to the ſeveral 
ew-England colonies © to be as ſpeedy in 
“making it as might be; and aſſuring them, 
N N in the mean time, inſtead of being 
idle, he would employ his men in building 
<« a fort at the entrance upon the carrying- ® 
« place towards Lake George, or, as the 
« French call it, Lake Sacrament, and after Y 
0 — clear a road thro the carrying-place to 


A 


* 


* 


« the head of the Lake, and build another 
« fort at that important paſs, by which time 
c he hoped the reinforcements would be 
tt raiſed and ſent, enabling him to proceed on 
bc his deſign.” It was while our general was 
at this paſs, and before he had built the ſecond 
fort, I received any reinforcements, that he 
was attacked by the French and Indians. 2 
Lou have probably ſeen his letters to the go- 
vero of the ſeveral colonies concerned in 
the Crown-point expedition; giving an account 4 
of his engagement with, and the ſuccets againſt } 
the enemy : for it was printed the very. day it 
came to hand, that every one might be ac- 
nf 8 | quainted 
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uainted with its contents. And if you have 
{cen this letter, you muſt be pleaſed with it, 
and conceive-an high opinion of the general's 
merit. Perhaps, the beſt bred regular could 
not have diſpoſed matters, under like circum- 


ſtances, with greater wiſdom.— And the vein 
of modeſty that runs thro' his whole narrative 


cannot but recommend him to all who are ca- 
pable of diſcernment.--- But as his letter was 
wrote ſo ſoon after the action, it was impoſſible 
the account of things ſhould be particular e- 
nough to ſatisfy the curiouſly inquiſitive. 

I ſhall therefore give you a ſummary ab- 


ſtract of what we have more lately received, 
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4 that may be depended on for fact; from whence 
you will eaſily be let into a clear and juſt idea 
of this whole matter. And, as you will pro- 


bably expect it from me, I ſhall hereupon add 


a few thoughts tending to ſet the importance 


of this conqueſt in a proper light before you; 


1 not forgetting, before I finiſh, to acquaint you 
with the reinforcements the New-England co- 


lonies have raiſed and ſent, to guard againſt a 


7 diſappointment as to the preſent expedition: 


Upon which you will be at no loſs to determine, 
that the burden laid upon the New-England 
colonies, is, in point of charge, far beyond what 
they are able to bear, if Great- Britain does not 


interpoſe for our help. 


J have been at the pains to conſider and 
compare a number of letters, which have been 
{ent from the army, eſpecially from the officers 

in 
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in it, and thoſe among them whoſe characters 
Jam acquainted with; I have likewiſe had 
perſonal converſation with a gentleman of di- 
ſtinction, who, a full week aſter the action 
was over, was ſent an expreſs by the general 
to this town; and with another alſo who came 


. 


away about the ſame time: and the ſum of 


what I have collected, I ſhall relate to you un- 
der three diviſions, anſwerable to the three en- 
gagements our men had with the enemy. 
On the 7th of this inſtant, a number of Mo- 
hawks, who had been out as ſcouts, returned, 


and informed the general, thar they had found 


three large roads from the ſouth-bay, which 
they were ſatisfied could not be made but by 
the marching of ſo many conſiderable bodies 
of men, who were probably gone to attack our 
fort at the carrying-place. The general, 
upon this, diſpatched two expreſſes & that e- 
vening to col. Blanchard, the commanding offi- 
cer there, the latter of which returned about 
twelve o'clock with this account, that they 
had both heard and ſeen. the enemy, and that 
they were about four miles from the fort. A 
council of war having been called the next 
morning, the reſult was that a thouſand men 


ſhould be detached from the army under the 


command of col. Williams, with two hundred 


* Mr. Adams, the firſt expreſs, was killed by the enemy 
in going to the fort; and. general Johnſon's letter ſent by 
him to col. Blanchard was found in the aid de camp's poc- 
ket. | 


Indians 
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Indians under the command of Hendrick the 
Mohawk ſachem, and ſent to annoy the enemy, 
"ZZ whether at the fort, or in their retreat from it, 
either as victorious, or defeated. This was ac- 
1 cordingly done, without any loſs of time ; and 
Fit made way for, what I call, the firſt engage- 
ZE ment. For this detachment had not marched 
above two miles and an half, before they un- 
f expeRedly found themſelves within reach of 
the enemy. They were firſt diſcovered by an 
advanced party of Indians, with Hendrick at 
their head; who immediately fired upon them. 
This gave the alarm to col. Williams, who 
gendeavoured with a number of men to ſecure 
a rocky eminence hard by, from whence, as 
from a kind of caſtle, he might-annoy the e- 
"Fnemy. But, as they had intelligence of his 
march, by a ſcout they had ſent out, they had 
ſecured it before, lay there in ambuſcade, and 
upon his approach within ſure reach of their 
guns, they roſe up, fired, and killed him, and 
q many more, dead on the ſpot. By this time 
the fight became very fierce on both fides, 
The advanced party of Indians behaved with 
the utmoſt intrepidity; but perceiving they 
ſhould be ſurrounded, and deftroyed, they gave 
way; and as they paſſed by our men, they told 
them of their danger, and adviſed to a retreat. 
They went on notwithſtanding, fighting with 
g undaunted courage and reſolution ; but finding 
themſelves over- powered with numbers, and 
almoſt encircled, they quitted the ground, firing 
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as they g ave back with conſtancy and fury, 
Five or iir hundred of them retreated with 
ſuch dexterity, and vigorous exertment, that 
the return of this detachment to the camp 
was hereby rendered, in a manner, ſafe and 
caſy. The French general owned, that we 
killed more of his men in this fight, than we 
loſt of our. own. And my informer aſſures 
me, this acknowledgement of his was agreea- 
ble to the. truth of fact. For he ſaw himſelf, 
the next day, ,and counted, upwards of one 
hundred and forty dead bodies in the place 
where the fight firſt began; tho! he could not 
tell the —4 number that 9 French, be- 
cauſe they had been ſtripped by the Indians, 3 
and lay naked. And beſides 2 heap, as it 
were, of dead bodies, he tells me they were 
ſcattered more or leſs the whole way. between 
the place where the engagement began, and 
the camp. He further gave me to under- 
ſtand, that he took out bis watch, when the 
fire was firſt heard at the camp; that. he pen-„ 
ciled the time; that it was preciſely eleven 
© 'clock wanting five minutes; and that the re- 
treat was not finiſhed till half an hour after 
twelve; ſo that this retreat, and the fight pre- 
vious te It, continued one hour and thirty-five 
minutes; from whence it appears, that our 
men were not over-haſty in getting out of the 
way of danger: For they were diſtant from 
the camp no more than two miles and an 


half. 
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| Malf*. To me it ſeems very wonderful, con- 
adeering the ſuperiority of the enemy in num- 
Per, and their coming upon our men unawares, 
hat they were not intirely c 

Some have found fault with this detachment; 
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- Jad our men been u pon equal terms with the 
emy, I ſhould have thought they had act- 
= unworthy of the name of New-England 
Men, if they had given way upon any con- 
deration whatever. But they had now to 
Pontend, not only with a large body of re- 
Jular veterans, but with irregular troops more 
gumerous than themſelves. And, under 
Peſe circumſtances, what would bravery, con- 
acted by wiſdom, direct to, but to make as 
Pod a retreat as they could. They might have 
Wood, tis true, till they bad all been killed; 
ut, in that caſe, they would have juſtly me- 


General Johnſon, judging of the diſtance by the fire, 
, it was three or four miles; but my informer aſſures 
be was preſent with the ſurveyor, when the diſtance 
ween the fort at the carrying-place, and camp, was ac- 
Y arately meaſured with a chain; that it was thirteen miles; 
chat the diſtance of the place where this fight began 
m the camp, was no more than two miles and a half at 
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men were here, who never before heard a gun 2 
| 4 
as one regular in our whole army na 


| the manner of whoſe fighting 15 irregular wil 6 


while they were retreating, and yet managing 


| vate men. 


* 54 o 
rited the character of mad- men. "Tis p 
bable, I own, this retreat (at leaſt in . i 
number) might be attended with ſurprize, 
diſorder and confuſion: and it muſt otherwiſe I 
have been miraculous, as many of our young 


fired in anger. Befides, there was not fo 1 ee 
among the officers, or private men.----Andl 
further, they were now engaged, not with re- 
gulars only, but with Canadians and Indians, 


they retreated, or that numbers of them wie F 
be diſordered in their retreat; but that they 
ſhould be able upon the whole, to make fo 
good a retreat; annoying the enemy all the 


their retreat ſo as to come off with compari 
tively ſo ſmall a loſs. Col. Williams, major 
Aſhley, capt. Ingerſol, capt. Porter, capt. Fer- 
ral, capt. Stoddert, capt. M. Gin, capt. Stevens; 
lieuts. Burt and Pumroy, fell in this engage. 
ment, with a confiderable number of our 5 
Hendrick, the noted —_— 
Sachem, fell likewiſe, with a number of Il 
dians. I 
It may property Lice be obſerved here; L 
when the Mohawks found their great Sachen 1 
dead and ſcalped, they were exceedingly en 
raged; ſurrounding the tent where the Frenciſf 
general lay, and inſiſting that he ſhould be de 


Ivefed into their hands, that they might win 
Ill 3 
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him alſo. Tt was with great difficulty he was 
ſaved from falling a facrifice to their fury. 
Our officers were obliged to remove him from 
tent to tent to keep him concealed from them, 
and finally found it neceſſary, notwithſtanding 
the badneſs of his wounds, to tranſport him 
privately to Albany; where he now is in a 
\« dangerous condition, if on this fide the grave. 
The French have not behaved thus humanely 
nd kindly towards Engliſh priſoners. When 
they hear of this and other civilities towards 
their general, and the other captives with 
im, it will, I hope, make them aſhamed of 
heir paſt conduct, and teach them to treat our 
People in a more humane way, ſhould any 
all into their and the Indian's hands, while 
nnited in any action. 3 
lt was not long after the return of this de- 
tachment to the camp, before the enemy ap- 
Ipeared in fight, and found our men in readi- 
eſs to give them a warm reception. This 
Vas owing to the notice they had of their ap- 
roaching towards them, and the gradual man- 
er of it, occaſioned by the above fight and 
retreat. It might have been of dangerous 
conſequence, had they ſuddenly made an at- 
Sack upon our camp; but as we had this warn- 
Yng, opportunity was happily given us to throw 
up a breaſt-work of trees (as general John- 
bon calls it;) to plant a number of cannon in 
ſuitable places about it; to take poſſeſſion of 
Wome eminences on our left flank, under the 
dard of a field piece advantageouſly fituated ; 
* £ TE wo 
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to line our breaſt- work throughout with men; 
and, in ſhor t, tO put things in the beſt diſpo. 
tion, time and circumſtances would permit, 
to defend ourſelves, and deſtroy the enemy. 
And now came on the ſecond battle; perhaps, 
the moſt furious and reſolute, on both ſides, 4 
that ever was fought in North-America. It 
| opened between 11 and 12 o clock (keeping 23 
to the general's account) with the fire of the 1 
French regulars; hut in a few minutes, the 
hre, became general, and nothing was heard Bi 
but the noiſe of guns. This part of the at. 
tack was moſtly made upon our left wing, 
bearing towards the center; and it was princi- 
pally ſuſtained by the Connecticut troops, wha 
behaved with great activity and valour. When ll 
the French found, upon a long and obſtinate 1 
trial, that they muſt be deſtroyed if they con- 
tinued here, they moved to the right of our 
camp, where the Maſſachuſetts regiments were 
Poſted ; and upon this attack alſo, they main- 
tained a brisk and reſolute fire for a long time, 
but were ſo weakened by the warm and dex- 8 
trous oppoſition they met with, that their fire 
gradually grew feeble, and with obſervable in- 
termiſſions ; upon which, our brave men, to- 
gether with the Indians, jumpt over the breaſt- 
work, reſolutely. fell upon them hatchet in 43 
hand, drove them off the ground, purſued af- 
ter them, ſlew a great many, and took about 
ire priloners, among - whom was Baron de BY 
e 


f 


4 
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Dieskau, the e of all the troops lately 
come to Canada from France. 
This engagement, with the purſuit, laſted 
about 7 hours. Our loſs was leſs now than 
in the former fight; but the loſs on the ſide of 
the French was greater: according to the beſt 
accounts, we killed, in this battle, 3 or 4 
hundred of their men, officers and Private 
ſoldiers. 
= When general Johniou? s letter firſt came to 
town, we were ready to think, the French 
muſt have loſt at leaſt a thouſand men; as the 
Ws was of ſuch long continuance, and we 
had the advantage of cannon, and a breaſt- 
work of trees to defend ourſelves. Our 
idea alſo of the bravery of the French was, 
by reaſon of this 9 very much en- 
larged; and it ſeemed nothing extraordinary 
that our army, under the above circumſtances, 
ſhould get the better of them. But, from 
major Hore, who came to this government 
F laſt week upon an errand from the army, is 
one of its officers, and was excellently active 
in the late fight; as alſo from another gentle- 
man who came fince, we were led to conceive 
more juſtly of the matter. Our wonder now 
vas, not that 1000 were not killed, but that 
io many as 3 or 400 ſhould be Cain in this 
battle. For their account is, © that the battle 
was fought upon a plain, covered with pitch- 
x | pine trees, of various fizes, ſome ſmaller, ſome 
4 dreater, as is common in ſuch plains, in their 
natural 


gatural ſtate of wildneſs, and a thick under. 
growth of ſhrubs, intermixed with brakes, as 
High 4s a man's waſte; that no part of this 
plain was cleared, except only the road we had 
made from the fort at the carrying- place to 
the camp; that the French regulars marched 
in this road, and began the fight drawn up in 
order; that they kept their order but a ſmall 
ſpace of time, not long enough to receive a 
ſecond diſcharge: from our cannon ;, and that 
the battle was now carried on in the Indian 
way by the whole French army, regulars as 
well as irregulars, ſome fighting behind trees, 
and ſtumps, and others ſquatting ſo as to be 
defended by the under- growth of fhrubs and 
brakes.” Tis eaſy, upon this repreſentation 
of the matter, to ſee, that the enemy were 
upon equal terms with us, tho' we had a kind 
of breaſt-work ;-nay, as it was nothing more 
(o J am informed by one that was preſent 
when it was made) than bodies of trees laid 
ſingly upon the ground, round the camp, and % 
in many places ſo as not to touch one another, 
I am ready to think, they had the advantage of 
us; eſpecially as the under growth near the 
camp had before been cut down for the con- 
n 3 7 
veniency of the army. And from hence alſo 
it will not appear ſtrange, if our cannon (three 
or four of which were the only ones that could 
he uſed, and theſe not more than 3 or 4 rounds, 
it being to little purpoſe to fire them) did nat 
do them the damage, we, upon the firſt hear- 
' { | ing 
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ing of the ſtory, . be apt to imagine: 
The plain truth is, after the regulars became 
irregulars in the manner of their fighting, 
there was no great ſlaughter made, either by 
our cannon, or random muſquetry. 'Fhe 
chief execution was now done, partly by our 
men's watching for opportunities to fire, when 
they could catch any of the French or Indians 


4 | within full view ; for they are moſt of them 
ſo dextrous in the uſe of the gun, as to be 


pretty ſure of taking a man down within an 
hundred yards - diſtance: and partly, by their 
ruſhing upon them, towards the cloſe of the 
battle, and purſuing them, not only with their 
guns, but hatchets* alſo. : 
Our men, after they had entered on action, 
were leaſt fearful of any ill conſequence from 


the regulars; and they ſuffered leaſt from 


them: tho' none among the enemy ſuffered 
ſo much from us as theſe regulars, thro' their 
unacquaintedneſs with the American method 
of fighting. Few of, them, comparatively, 
whether officers, or private men, are thought 


to have eſcaped with their lives. How elſe 


Perhaps the hatchet (a weapon our men were all 
armed with) is, in our way of fighting, a more fatal in- 
ſtrument than even the broad ſword, or bayonet, if ma- 
naged with {kill. The Indians will readily faſten it in a 
man's ſkull, at more than a rod's diſtance, Many of our 
people are equally dextrous in the throw of it; and. all 
our men know its uſe ſo well, that 'tis certain death to a 
man to be within fair reach of their arm, when ſtretched 
zorth to. ſtrike with it. | * 
Can 
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can it be accounted for, that the general ſhould 
be taken alone? So I was particularly inform- | 
ed he was, by major Hore, whoſe account of 
this fact is Wafer e by ſeveral letters from 
the army, particularly by one from general 
Lyman. is ſcarce credible, that the chief 
commanding officer, and one of ſuch impor. 
tance to the French ihtereſt, ſhould be left by 
all his regulars, both officers and common 
ſoldiers, and in a wounded condition too, if 
they were generally alive. One would think, 
they muſt, for ſhame, have kept with him at 
all hazards. Thus much, I think, muſt be 
allowed to be certain; either that they were 
generally ſlain, or ſtruck with ſuch a panic, 
upon being purſued by our men, as to be out 
of the poſſeſſion of themſelves. 7 
General Johnſon and major Nichols were 
wounded i in this engagement; and they only 
among the field-officers. The general re- 
ceived a ball in his thigh; but he can now 

walk about, and we hope will be able to pro- 
ceed in perſon in further proſecution of our 
deſign; when the reinforcements are arrived. 
Col. Titcomb was the only officer, at leaſt WW 
above a captain, that fell in this ſecond battle. 
He was ſhot dead on the ſpot. And his fall 
is the more to be regretted, ag he was well ex- 
3 in the method of battering forts. 

e had a principal hand in the erection of all 
the batteries at Louiſbourg, and commanded 
one at that ſiege, which was known by his Wi 
ES | | | name, 
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name, ind was eminently galling to the e ene- 
my. He went then, and now alſo, chiefly . 
for the publick benefit; and his name ought 
to he tranſmitted to poſterity with honour. 
One thing more may. be worthy of notice 
with reference to this battle; and that is, that 
»mong the 2 or 300 arms that have already. 
been brought into the camp, a number appear 
to have been thoſe. that were taken from us at 


the Ohio- defeat: from whence it is obvious 


to collect, that ſome of the Indians, or Cana- 
dians, or both, that came off conquerors at 
the Monongahela, were ſlain at Lake-George. 
— This was the fate particularly of monſieur 
St. Piere, whoſe, death is perhaps the greateſt 
lofs the French could have met with, at this. 
day; as he was the chief commander of the 


BT Indians, and had moſt influence to engage 
them in any deſign againſt the Engliſh. 


The third engagement, as I may properly 
call it, was occafioned thus. Col. Blanch- 
ard, the chief officer at the carrying- place, 
not knowing but they might need help at the 
camp, detached to their aſſiſtance between 2 
and 300 men, moſtly New-Hampſhire, ſome 
Yorkers, under the command of captain 
Me Ginnis. Between 4 and 5 o'clock, they 
reached the place where col. Williams had 
been attacked in the morning, and there they 


found about 500 of the enemy (chiefly Indi- 


ans) who bad fled from the former battle, 
and were come hither to refreſh ang 
é G ſeal p 
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ſcalp our dead, take their packs, and get off. 
Our men fell upon them with the greateſt 
fury, made priſgners of ſome, killed a great 
many, and intirely routed them; driving them 


v7 2 


ceived a little before, and multiplying, in their 
fright,” the numbers with which they were 
now beſet. We loſt but a few men in this 
fight. General Johnſon ſays, two were kil- 
led, cleven wounded, and five miſſing. A- 
mong the wounded is captain M Ginnis, who 
behaved with prudence and valour. He is 
fince dead of his. wounds. The flaughter of 
the enemy was very. conſiderable. The account 
we have received is, that we flew near an hun- 
red of them: thus ended the memorable 8th 
day of this inſtant September. 

Our loſs, upon the whole, amounts to 187 
3 126 killed; and 61 miffing : tho 


*. 


Engliſh 


. This engagement was begun near the place, where 
the French had encamped the night before, and where 
they had left their baggage. Accordingly being thus 
_ driven off, our people the next day brought in four or 
five waggon loads of ammunition, proviſions, blan- 
kets,. &c. And they ſince find, that their flight was fo 
haſty, and ſo muck in a fright, that, as they fled, they 
dropt their blankets, bread, and even ſome of the ſcalps 
of our men. R 

| SE LS "OW 
5 _ 


x 43 b 

of. 1 miſſing, 20 are returned, and pr 8 | 
more by this time. I can't learn, that the In 
dians loſt more than from fifteen to twenty: 
The, wounded are ninety-four Engliſh, ' and 
about ten or twelve Indians. The Maſſachu- 
ſetts-regiments are the greateſt ſ ufferers, as they 
were malt in action. Two of their three Colo- 
nels were killed, one of their majors [another 
was wounded], beſides ſeveral of their Captains 
and; Lieutenants; and among. them are the 
oreater, part of the private men that were ſlain. 
The loſs on the enemy's fide was much greater 
than on ours. We know not the number of 
the wounded; but between five and fix hun- 
dred were probably flain in all the eligagements, 
and it may be yet more; for our people are 
daily finding dead bodies. The account from 
New-Youk — Albany, is 700: But the pre- 
ciſe number of the ſlain will never be known. 
The Indians, we are all ſenſible, are ſtrangel 
ſollicitous to hide their dead, and will run all 
hazards. to: this end. And they have doubtleſs 
concealed numbers 'of their Killed men. We 
are ſatisfied of this, not only from their known 
temper and practice, but from our having 
found at leaſt forty biers, [poles with. croſs- 
ſticks of wood, haſtily put together] beſmear- 
ed with blood, upon which, it is ſuppoled, 
they cartied off numbers of their ſlain. Our 
people have alſo found ſome of their concealed 
dead, particularly four or five Indians! in a ſunk 
* of land. 
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may properly take notice here of, whit 
D of civility in our people d- 
wards the a ſent out . 
a ſoon as they could with conveniency, not 
only to bury their dead, but to bury as many 
of them as 88 be without the knowledge ef 
the Indians, to prevent their being ſcalped. 
This I call an exceſs of civility, not indeed 
conſidered in itſelf ſimply, but comp 1 
With the conduct of the French towards us 
They took no care to ſave any of our meh, 
who fell at the ſouthward, this ſummer, from 
being icalped ; but ſaffered them all, officers = 
as well as common ſoldiers, to have this indig- 
nity offered to them by the Indians: And more- 
over, they left their dead bodies upon the field 
of battle, as we have been well aſſured, to pu- 
_ trify and rot there, unleſs they were devoured 
by the wolves and crows, and other beaſts and 
birds of prey. Conſidering this inhuman con- 
duct of the French, I can't but think, we ex- 
ceeded in our civilities to the dead at Lake- 
George. © For we have learned by long expe. 
perience, that unleſs we treat them as they 
— eee pen n nie at their 
As to the nixabier of this French and Indians 
Engaged in this battle, it remains ſtill uncertain. 
in the New-York news- paper, that came to 
itown laſt poſt, they are ſaid to have been 3376. 
The account ſtands thus. Regulars, 1126. 
BEAR, 1200, formed in 12 companies, with 
20 
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o regulars in each company. Indian Trails, 
| — 300. Militia officers volunteers, 30. Ca- 
dets, about 20. Indians 700. Total, 3376. 
"Tis evident; I believe, from General Dieſkauꝰs 
papers, that he brought this number with him. 
from Canada, thus particularly aſcertained; But 
W whether he left any at Crown-point, or Ticon- 
= dcrogo, and if any, how many, cannot per- 
kaps be reduced to a certainty, Thus much 
we may venture to ſay, as he knew our force, 
it is highly probable, he came with one that 
was ſuperior. I cannot therefore ſuppoſe, hg 


had leſs than 2000 Canadians and Indians, be- 
IX fides 5 or 600 regylars at leaſt. We had about 
2100 New-England men, and between 2 
W and zoo Indians. The reſt of our men werg 
partly confined by fickne(s, but moſtly left at 
W the Carrying- place to take care of the fort 
| Having thus given you as particular an ac- 
count, as you can reaſonably expect, at preſent, 
ef this victory over the French and Indians, 
I can't, in conſiſtency with the regard 1 have 
for my country, reſtrain myſelf from going on 
to repreſent, in a few words, the IMPORT ANCE 
of it to the Britiſh intereſt, © 
= You will at once be ſenfible of its great Im- 
W portance, if you only turn the tables in your 
mind, and ſuppoſe” the French had been vic- 
tors, inſtead 98 Amy. * 3:14 1 
Some, by giving i looſe to their imaginations, 

have ſtrangely heightened our melancholy con- 


dition, 
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: ait i in a this view of the mattef. They have, 


have tran TE the enemy to New-York, and 


imaginations, the imagery of mere fancy; and 
muff appear fo to all, who will only call to 
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treble their number, in a fortnight's time, had . 


victorious; yet others, and very 
ones too, muſt have followed. Our fort at the 


_ tillery; ammunition, and ſtores, which had not KB 


and an entire end put t 
Erown-point, at leaſt for this year :—all which 
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in their fancies, blocked up all comm 1 n 5 
with our Troops at Lake Ontario, and deliver- YZ 
ed our Governor, who is now there, a prey 
into French hands ; they have locked up- 
on Albany as beſieged, and taken; yea, they 


fearful apprehenfions' reſpecting the 


entertaine 
But theſe are vain 


fate even of that city. 


mind, what was done at Albany, Connecticut, bk 
and the weſtern parts of this government, When 
it was known, that our army was attacked, but 

unknown what would be the iſſue. We have 
been well aflured, they were beating to arms, 
and would have been upon the enemy, with 


not tidings of our being conquerors rendered 
their immediate progreſs needleſs. © - ' '/ | 

But though theſe fancied ootiſequences would 
not have 8 75 place, had the French come off 1 
miſchievous 


catrying. place would certainly have fallen into is 
their hands, and together therewith all the ar- | 5 


been taken by them at the camp — awful num- 
bers of our men muſt have been ſlain, and Cap-+ 


tivated; and, in a word, Ir whole army routed, 
Four deſign againſt 
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has 3 happily prevented, * its being ordered 
by providence, that the victory ſhould fall on : 
our fide... 2 e 
z The poſitive advantages of this conqueſt 'are 
W alſo very ſignal, and may be een of particu- 
lar notice. 

Hereby the diſgrace that was reflected on the 
Britiſh arms, on the banks of the Monongahela, 
is wholly wiped away. Were 3co of the Eng- 
liſh lain there? A much greater number of; 
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n | A 
d French and Indians (5 or 600) were flain he 3 1 
o 8 Were the Engliſh regulars ſtruck with a pa- 
t, nic, when attacked there by French and Indian * 

n irregulars? The French regulars, and veterans 

it BY alſo, were ſeized with an equal fright here, 

e when purſued | by New-England irregulars: 

;, BY otherwiſe they would not haye fled ſo univer- 

h fally, and in ſuch hurry, as to leave their firſt 

4 BY officer alone, not having a ſingle man to help 

4 him. Was the Britiſh General mortally wound- 


= cd in that engagement ? So was the French Ge- 
veral in this (he is ſuppoſed to be dead of his 
wounds, before this time;) only the advantage 
lies on our ſide; for our General was carried off 
by his own men, whereas the French General 

was left to fall a priſoner into his enemies hands. 
Hereby an happy turn has been given to the 
ſpirits of our men on the one hand; and an 
unhappy one to the enemy's on the other. Our 
people, to an obſerving eye, were plainly. under 
a depreflure, occaſioned by the horrid laughter 
at the ſouthward, the like whereto had never 
before been ſeen, or heard of, in the country ; 
while 


1 tw 5 
ble on ee Ader hand, the French ind Ins 
dians were fluſhed with the victory they had 
obtained, and diſpoſed therefrom to undertake 
any thing, imaginin _ would be no ſtand- 
bog before them: But by @yhat was done at 
Lake George, this ſtate of mind has luckily 
n inverted. We are now raiſed in our fpi- 
rits; they ſunk in theirs : — We go on, in our 
2 animated with new life and vigour ; ; they 
eppoſc us diſcouraged and intimidated: W. 
e gainſt them as conquerors ; they againſt us 
| * having been fairly beat. from the held of 
bene, and quite routed. 
In fine, * the ftrength of the enemy 
wu been .greatly weakened. They have loft 
| their General, an experienced warrior, who 
was purpoſely ſent from France to be at the 
head of their military affairs; and they have 
toſt alſo, together with him, moſt'of their offi- 
cers of düftü scon and worth, and a great num- 
ber of their common ſoldiers. It is true, 2 or 3 
of our chief officers, and 10 or 12 inferior ones, 
all men of bravery, were flain inthe ſame field 
of battle, as well as aconfiderable number of our 
private men: but the loſs on their fide, with 
reſpect to officers as well as common ſoldiers, is 
far greater than on ours. Their priſoners ſay, their 
army is ruined. And, perhaps, after a deduction 
of their dead, their wounded, their captivated, 
their deſerters, their loſt and periſhed in the 
woods, their number (fitted for action) will 
not be more than half what it was, when 
85 came forth againſt us. This is certainly 
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i great advantage to us, and an equal diſad- 
vantage to them. They will doubtleſs, be rein- 
forced from Canada; but ſo will our army from 
Jew-England : And Canada; we know, can't 
upply ſuch numbers of men, as it is in the 
power of New-England to do. And, by rea- 
on of this effort of the French, in which 
xey were entirely diſappointed, we are better 
Eble to judge, what reinforcements may be ne- 
eſſary, and are more warmly ſpirited to raiſe 
nd ſend them with the quickeſt diſpatch. 
And this minds me of my promiſe, not to 
orget to give you ſuch an account of theſe re- 
nforcements, as may be ſufficient to open to 
ou the abſolute neceſſity of a large remittance 
rom Great-Britain. And to this end; I need 
pot be particular. It might be imprudent, 
nder preſent circumſtances, to be ſo: Though 
may tell you, the General- Aſſenibly of this 
Province, who are now fitting, have, this 
Poeek, acted the part of wiſe and kind fas 
bers to this people in ſending home a repreſen- 
Ration of: what has been done, with reference 
0 this affair; and I cannot but hope; and be- 
Dieve, it will procure a removal of that heavy 
eight of charge that is now lying on us, and 
nuſt ſink us into ruin, if we don't receive ſup- 
Port from our mother- country. 
I ſhall therefore only ſay in general; that the 
Weinforcements already gone, and now going to 
Pour army, will make it a very formidable one, 
mean for this part of the world; and the 
| H charge 
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to be far beyond the utmoſt ability of a fey 
the preſent expedition; they will all therefor 
of the Maſſachuſetts- province: nor can it by 
cipals in the enterprize on foot, and bear the 


this ſpring, upon the eſtabliſhment, under ma. 
jor-general Shirley, and major- general Peppe] 
rell, were inhabitants of the Maſſachuſetts. 


crown: but ſtill, the benefit of the labour of 


to the province; and further, the proportion 


! 
5 ariſing Wan the pay and ſubſiſtence 
[almoſt doubled in its coſt, by the difficulty « 
tranſportation] of ſuch a body of men, muſt ap. 
pear; t * — will allow themſelves tothink 


poor infant colonies, as the New-England 
ones certainly ares They are all engaged inf 


need aſſiſtance: tho this is emphatically tru: 


denied, that they have the firſt and beſt clainſ 
{I would not rc an excluſive one] to the pit 
and help of Great- Britain. They are the prin 


greateſt part in it. But this is not all: th I 
etter half of each of the'' regiments raiſcdſ 


Bay; and the other two regiments, Which | 
are gone to Nova-Scotia, were almoſt whol-l 
ly made up of men of the ſame province 
Tis true, theſe regiments are in the pay of the 


ſo many men, in their proper bufineſs, is lot 


of the tax that would have fallen to their ſhare 
muſt now be taken from them, and faſtened 

upon the other members of che government; 
which, you are ſenſible, will greatly increaſe] 
their burden. Beſides, no longer ago than laſt 
year, we were at the expence of ä 2 for b- 
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| E 
on the banks of Kennebeck- River, under the 
cover of 8 or 900 men raiſed for the purpoſe, 
principally with a view to ſecure our ſovereign's 
rights in thoſe parts; the expence of which fort, 
in its erection, and maintenance to this day, has 
amounted to two hundred thouſand pounds, our 
money, at the loweſt computation. Nor is this 
all yet: as we are at war, not only with the In- 
dians near Canada, but with all the tribes of 
eaſtern Indians, (the Penobſcots excepted, a- 


in gainſt whom alſo we are upon the point of pro- 


claiming war) we are obliged to keep a con- 
ſiderable number of our men conſtantly ſcour- 
ing the woods from eaſt to weſt, in a line af 
2 or 3000 miles, to defend our out-ſettie- 
ments againſt their depredations. — In ſhort, 
one ſixth part of the effective men in the 
province are, at this day, in military- ſervice; 
and more than double the number in our 
own pay, than when we went againſt Cape- 
Breton; and if the burden of that expedition 
was juſtly thought too heavy for us, much 
more is this the truth of the caſe at preſent.-- 
We ſtand indeed a ſad chance of being an un- 
done people, if we are not pitied and relieved 
from the other ſide of the water. T will 
otherwiſe be certainly impoſſible for us to en- 
gage in any enterpriſe the next year. We 
ſhall have neither a heart diſpoſing us, nor 
money enabling us thereto: whereas, if we 
are reimburſed this charge, and properly aſ- 
ſured, that any other attempts ſhall be carried 
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n at the expence of the crown, it will give g 
ſpring to our vigour, and we ſhall join heart 
and hand in exerting our whole power to pro- 
mote the ſervice of our king in ſcourging his 
ind our enemies. inn 
And if we are thus ſupplied with money, let 
the ſouthern colonies ſleep on *, while the 
New-England government are raiſing and ſend- 
ing large reinforcements in defence, even of 
thoſe territories that are frontiers to them, and 
in the defence of which they eſpecially ſhould 
lay themſelves out to the utmoſt : I ſay, if we 
of the Maſſachuſetts- province, together with 
the other New- England colonies, are properly | 
encouraged and ſtrengthened with money from 
home, we ſhall nothing regard the ſtrange 
conduct of the ſouthern governments, but cheer- 
fully and reſolutely undertake any enterprize | 
for the common good ; and doubt not, but we 
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*The whole reinforcement of our army has been from 
the New-England colonies, Who, to their honour be it | 
ſpoken, have exerted themſelves beyond what could have | 
been expected. It is plain, from the ſpirit and conduct 
our ſouthern brethren have diſcovered, that if any thing 
is done to pur poſe againſt the French, it muſt be done by 
New-England. And ſhall they not be aſſiſted, in point 
of money, from Great-Britain? Can it, in the name of | 
reaſon, be thought equal, that theſe colonies ſhould be 
diminiſhed and impoveriſhed, while the growth of the | 
ſouthern ones, in number and riches, is hereby promot- 
ed?—— From the character we have of governor Hardy, 
and the ſpirit he has already diſcovered, we hope New 
York, under his adminiſtration, will a& more like friends 
to the common Britiſh intereſt, 


6 ſhall 
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ſhall ſoon be able, without any aſſiſtance from 
them, under the ſmiles of Providence, to 
bring down the pride of the American-French, 
and make them glad to be at peace with us up- 


* 


on any terms. 2 | 
_ Wiſhing ſoon to hear good tidings from our 
brethren, who, by this time, we would hope, 
are gone from Lake-George, properly reinfot- 
ced, in further proſecution of their deſign, 


I am, with great reſpe&t, 
oh Your affectionate ä friend, 25 
tler and humble ſervant, 
BosTox, September ri. 
Og”. 


P. S. The Indians have all left our camp; 


© tho' not thro' difguſt, but in compliance with 


a cuſtom they have of going home after a battle, 
to rejoice and mourn, as there is occaſion for 
both, or either. They paſſed thro* Albany with 
many ſcores of ſcalps, moſtly French, faſtened 
on poles, and carried along in folemn triumph; 
They ſeemed highly pleaſed alſo with the laced 
hats and' cloaths, the guns, the watches, the 
pocket-money, and other plunder, our people 
were willing to let them have for their encou- 


ragement; and it very much added to their 


1 pleaſure 


ought a noble preſent 
about a fortnight, with a much greater num 
ber from their ſeveral tribes, whe: governo N 
Hardy will, WITHOUT FRAU, in perſon, in 
the name of his royal maſter, deliver the pte 
ſent to them: upon which they will rejoin out 
army. It is faid, and I believe with truth 
that they deſign to ſend to all the tribęs of Ind 
dians in ſubjection to, and alliance with them 
to ſharpen their arrows, and come forth to res 
ve nge the death of their Sache he fall 
of chi indtan chief is a great loſs to us, as well 
as them; For he was 4 faſt friend to the Eng- 
liſh, as an igveterate + ca of the French; ; havy 


apikal. in the reduction 
| ery. It wat 

very owing to his influence that -thi 
Bix:Nations, notwithſtanding the abuſes they! 
have ſuffered. from "Tome Yorkers, have been! 
1. firmly attached to our intereſt ——Perhapk 
there is not left, among all the Indians on the 
continent, a man Equal to him in policy; and} 
he had the 8 — _ Courage of a lion. mw 
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